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NEWS AND NOTES

Austiy W. Morrirr, Jr,

WE'VE KNOWN ALL ALONG SOMEBODY WS BOUND
TO DO IT AND BY GOLLY IT’S HAPPENED . . . RIGHT
ON THE FRONT PAGE OF MN, WHAT'S MORE. For
years, your humble, self-effacing indexer has been
delving away indexing papers on Culex pipiens
quinguefasciatus and growling to himself about
how much easier it is to type fatigans. And finally,
lol quinquefasciatus did emerge as anticipated,
transmogrified into its quin-tessential form. Be-
hold. . . . quinguefasinatus! Fascinatin’, zin’t it?

OVER IN TAIWAN, WHERE WE WEKE VISITING
y4CK MACDONALD, we found the ripples still rip-
pling from their pleasant visits with Harny Hoog-
sTRAAL, CHAPPTE CHAPLIAN and ToMMY MULHERN.,
Since we seldom see any of these three ourselves,
and only missed them by INCHES, their glad-
ness was our sorrow. Jack chcered us up with o
helicopter trip to mountaintop acries which must
surely be the world’s most inaccessible light traps.
Jack has happy mountain villagers proudly mak-
ing the daily rounds and the ceratopogonid-heleids
would delight any dipterist and do delight Jack,
though the abundance of specimens terrified #s.
The trip, though, was loverly and you should
have seen the beerles. Jack has a light trap that
uses alcohol to keep all his catch undamaged
(except for dying of inebriation, of course). See
MN for December 1970. The alcohol doesn’t
disappear, either. . at least not among the
mountain people of Taiwan!

BiLL HAZELTINE CONTINUES HIS VALIANT FIGHT
TO BRING A LITTLE SCIENTIFIC CONSIDERATION FOR
FACTS INTO THE CONTINUING PESTICIDE CONTRO-
veErsy. We think it’s a lost cause but the tide
does seem to be turning a /izdde and the constant
dissernination of countzr-evidence has no doubt
been a major factor, So hurrzh for you Bill! Tt
ain’t much more than a trickle but we have seen
several articles where none appeared before, say-
ing that maybe, just maybe, the anti-DDT evi-
dence wasn't all that strong. Most folks prob-
ably will never have any concept of the scientific
attitude that experiments must be reproduccable
and that they must embody a good deal of check-
ing, replication and elimination of variables be-
fore they are rushed into print, but people are
beginning to question the constant alarums over
imminent disasters that next week shift into some-
thing else. The San Francisco Examiner and
Chronicle on 19 September of this year, for in-
stance, had a good bit to say in an article en-
ttled, “Scientific Tests: Can they be believed?”
Their conclusion was that on the whole, they
couldn’t. Not right off. What they were talking
about, of course, wasn’t scientific tests at all but
analyses run by skilled technicians who thought

they were scientists but had never heard that
science is an attitude and not a body of knowl-
edge. Well, Bill hasn’t contented himself with
letters pointing this out to us and to the papers.
He's been at the EPA and at even the Congress,
where the voice of reason counts, . . . and he’s
been at them with good effect, too. So, thanks,
Bill.

THE SOCIETY OF VECTOR ECOLOGISTS 1S ANOTHER
GROUP GONCERNED WITH KEEPING UP A STEADY
AND RATIONAL ATTACK ON THE VEKY REAL PROB-
LEMS OF THE ENVIRONMENT. And their band is
growing. The Northern California Chapter had
4 day-long meeting at the State Department of
Public Health on 4 November, where they attended
the Bureau of Vector Control and Solid Wastc
Management staff meeting, to check on what
they're doing to solve the problem (not that they
aren’t friends, but it pays to keep an eye . . .)
and in the afternoon heard papers by BiLL REEVES,
Dick Prrers and several others on the outlook
for Venezuelan encephalitis, and by Harvy Scup-
per on the biologist’s role in managing the chem-
ical environment. Howarp GREENFIELD is Prexy,
by the way, of the Society.

On 18 November, the SOUTHERN California
Chapter had its annual mecting at the Orange
County Mosquito Abatement District in Garden
Grove. Harv Masy gave them a run-down on
the VEE surveillance program in Southern Cali-
fornia, Rov Easrwoop and Ron Harr discussed
1 new residential rat control program in Orange
County (which if you don’t remember from the
Disneyland meetings, is far, far from its orange
grove days now). Since Roy and Ron both used
to be mosquito control types, too, and still are,
at heart, we commiserate with them but merely
remark that that's what happens when you let
in all those VECTORS into the zone of considera-
tion, boys. Dox Rosg, who used to work on mos-
quitoes with Par GiLLigs, is now concerned with
tick surveys. . . . and they do have them in
heavily urbanized Lower California . . . it’s not
THAT urban. The Society is moving ahead, by
the way, on certification (not to mention incor-
poration!), and whatever they do, like the ESA’s
recent action will be none too soon for those
grandfathers among us who see the field being
taken over by the Instant Experts. (To whom we
will have to go hat in hand to get our imsecti-
cides, by prescription, if we don’t watch out.)

Roy HAYES, WHO HAS BEEN BALANCING OUR
WORRIES ABOUT THE FUTURE WITH SOME HIGHLY
VALUABLE INFOKMATION ABOUT THE PAST, Writes
that “Mr. E. B. Johnson, who retired December
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31, 1905, after 30 years as State Public Health
Entomologist with the Division of Engineering,
of the Lousiana Statc Department of Health,
died at the age of 76 on 4 July, 1971, after a
brief illness, During his last several weeks, he
actively participated in the preparation for pub-
lication in Mosguito News of an account of the
last epidemic of dengue to occur in the continental
U. S, in the successful abatement of which he
was a principle architect,

“Mr. Johnson, a highly respected vector con-
trol specialist and mosquito taxonomist, interest-
ingly was graduated in engineering from the Mass-
achusetts Institute of Technology. His brother,
also recently deceased, was a career commissioned
engincering officer in the USPHS.”

A considerable number of AMCA’ers and other
environmentalists, both entomologists and engi-
neers, received their first practical field training
and experience in Louisiana under Mr. Johnson's
guidance 1n the days of the Malaria Control in
War Areas program. His many friends will miss
him,

Cart. WEesLey Jr.,, who labored long, faith-
fully . . . and successfully . . . to bring order
out of the chaos of the Engineer Rescarch and
Development Laboratories at Ft. Belvoir, Va., and
who was responsible for the successful develop-
ment of much insecticide dispersal equipment,
including the widely imitated cold fogger, died
late in July at Alexandria, Virginia, his home.
Carl was born in Atlant: and, though cosmo-
politan, remained a Georgia gentleman. He grad-
uated from Emory and was 4 Sanitary Engineer-
ing officer in the Corps of Engineers during the
war. Thereafter, he worked in Sanitation Engi-
neering in the Virginia State Department of Sani-
tation and then joined the Laboratories, where he
remained until his death, Requiescat in pace, Carl.
You carned it

TURNING TO HAPPIER NEWS, YOU WILL BE GLAD-
DENED TO KNOW THAT OUR EEDOUBTABLE AND EVER
YOUTHFUL BUT LATELY SEVERELY HAMPERED EDI-
TOW IS NOW WELL AGAIN. . . ., and on the job!
(That's the important part.) Mrs. MARGARET
SLATER, who keeps things afloat with so much
competence and (apparent) ease, says he looks
as well as ever, which is busting with health,
and we know you all join us in saving “Welcome
back, Don! And, many many thanks, Margaret!”

HELEN SOLLERS-RIEDEL HAS SOME GOOD NEWS
TOO, WHICH Is GOOD FOR US AS WELL AND NOT
JUST BECAUSE WE LOVE HErrn. She retired on
31 July 1971 from the Agricultural Research
Service to accept a grant from the NIH via ESA
to put all her time for the next two years (and
we hope longer!) on the mosquito bibliography
and on an annual review of mosquite work
throughout the world.  Helen says the Jlatter

hasn’t been done since 1967 and so she plans to
get the 1970 one out in the N. J. Procecdings
and then work backward on the 1068 and 1069
ones.

Helen won the grant over some pretty stiff
competition, we hear, and were not surprised
she won it. What a bonanza for US! For those
of you who came into mosquito work last year.
we'll recap a bit about Helen, She started out
with the Division of Insects Affecting Man and
Animals and how long ago that seems, yet it
was only yesterday, we're sure, and with the for-
mer Insect Pest Survey. She’s been with the In-
sect Survey Office of the ARS Plant Protection
Division ever since it was formed. Helen is a
member of some 12 professional societies and
was, you remember, the prexy of the Entomo-
logical Socie'y of Washington in 1969. She ap-
pears in Who's Who of American Women, Who's
Who in the East (U. 8.), Two Thousand Women
of Achievement, Dictionary of International Biog-
raphy and Leaders in Amerian Science. And
besides being a bibliographer, she’s the author of
over 100 publications herself. Right on, Helen!

SKEETER REPORTS THAT ULV FOGGERS WERE
TESTED IN VARIOUS PLACES IN VIRGINIA this past
year and proved out very well indeed. The; con-
cluded that they were practical and effective,
somewhat more economical and that they elim-
nated the traffic hazard that has been bugging
the fogging operations in increasingly urbanizing
Virginia. But what is more unusual is the finding
of mosquito breeding in the floating debris of an
old borrow pit. We've heard of floating gardens
and floating restaurants (even ate in one in Hong
Kong once some months ago. . . . plenty of mos-
quitoes there, wow!) but we'd never heard of
mosquitoes breeding quite this way, A sort of
combination of benjo ditch and log pond, we
gather. A boom had been installed about so
feet from the bank to confine floating object:
in the pit, which was about 50 feet deep and
largely filled with demolition waste like lumber,
plaster and brickbats. Well, what with male
mosquitoes biting and anopheline and aedine
mosquitoes showing up in foul, improper waters
it looks like we're in for a major change in
tactics by our ancient enemics. Look out, boys,
they’re comin’ through the floor.

Bos BARTNETT REPORTS WITH JUSTIFIABLE PRIDE
THAT FOLLOWING HIS CALL Fok acTtioN the U. S.
and State forces piled it on in Harris County
(Texas) to repel the VEE threat and that he
thinks it safe to say the program was a complete
success. Not that everything is over. But it was
quelled and both an epizootic and an epidemic
were averted. Bob also has been requested to
launch a surveillance program on Aedes at the
International Airport in Houston, They found
vexans, sollicitans and taeniorhynchus in prelimi-
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nary studies. Since international agreements re-
quire that acgypsi be kept from international ports
and airports and as it is endemic in Houston
(like many another city), and with jets from
all over coming in all the time, it is easy to see
Bob has important work on his hands and has
his work cut out, what's more. Alas Aegypterad!
How fain we would but see thee now! Sorry I
cver joked you, fellers.

Dr. J. G. REMPEL, LATELY OF THE BIOLOGY DE-
PARTMENT OF THE UNIVERSITY OF SASKATCHEWAN,
1s aNoTHER RETIRER and he has left Saskatoon,
for a new home in Victoria, British Columbia
(3045 Henderson Road, if you go up for the
roses next spring). Among his many professorial
and entomological interests, Dr. Rempel completed
an intensive study of the mosquitoes of Saskatch-
ewan, and produced the two standard references,
“Guide to the Mosquito Larvae of Western Can-
ada” and “Mosquitoes of Saskatchewan.” Dr. J.
A. SHEMANCHUK, who sent us the word (Dr.
Rempel retired in 1970 but the mail is slow to
Hawait), pointed out that Dr. Rempel was with
the University for more than forty years.

WE THINK THAT LTC SaM HILL HsS RETIRED,
T00, 'CAUSE HIS ADDRESS 15 CHANGED from Gulfport
to Aberdeen, which we don’t know where that
is but the zip is several zones away. Whar you
now, Sam?

GerriNe BACK To Aedes, vmca’s SKEETER
aLso REpoRTs the occurrence of an outbreak of
Aedes sticticus, which was formerly so rare that
only one previous capture was recorded. . . . on
6 February 1003, in Woodstock. This time the
river bottoms next to Courtland put forth hordes
of them.

SKEETER ALSO GIVES THE RULES FOR ULV FOG-
GER OPERATION FOR THOSE WHO HAVEN'T TRIED
1T: 1) spray droplets must not be less than 5
rmicrons nor exceed 23-27 microns; 2) half of
them must be in the range of 5 to 15 and two-
thirds to three-fourths must be less than 205 3)
the mass median diameter must not exceed 14
microns and the average should not exceed 12.
They used a silicone coated glass slide. We used
to use onc coated by holding it in the smokc
of burning magnesium foil (pollution!) which
was fragile but worked well, if you're pressed to
find silicone.

AND ANOTHER HEADLINE IS THAT DDT STILL HAS
4 pLACE. Which reminds us of the two articles
you've probably seen in the New Yorker Maga-
zine for 25 September and 2 October, by Dr.
Barry Commoner. They contain many unexcep-
tionable statements about the environment and
its workings but leap from speculation to assump-
tion to assertion in discussing pesticides and
especially DDT. As Goxpon Epwarps says, it is
ful of “widely-known non-facts.” Tsn’t it time

someone who knrows spoke up? How about it
Kxip? How about it Don? Arr? Tony? Birr?
All you guys that KNOW?

PRESIDENT JACK ROGERS HAS BRIEFED US ON THE
STATUS OF HR. 4342, The Mosquito Control Act
of 1971 and we think you may want to know
about it, too. On August 19, 1971, a delegation
from AMCA met in Washington with Dr. John
Zapp, HEW Assistant Secretary for Health Legis-
lation, and discussed the status of the mosquito
control bill that has been introduced by Congress-
man Hale Boggs of Louisiana. Members of the
delegation were Dick PErErs, Bin HAZELTINE,
GEeorGE CARMICHAEL, a member of Congressman
Boggs® staff and Our PREXY. It scems that Con-
gress is waiting for a reaction from HEW and
HEW is staying away from having a policy in
public. Dr. Zapp was a good listener, though,
and admitted that our arguments were real and
that they raised many points not previously con-
sidered by HEW. In other words, AMCA made
some good points but HEW’s policy is “agin”
us. Georce CarmicHaiL will let us know when
to start writing letters.

Hakky PRATT WAS AMONG THOSE WHO SENT US
NEWS OF THE LOUISIANA MOSQUITO CONTROL ASSOCI-
ATION CONFEKENCE AND JOINT MEETING WITH THE
NATIONAL MOSQUITO CONTROL-FISH AND WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT COORDINATION cOMMITTEE and the
GULF STATES COUNCIL ON WILDLIFE, FISHERIES AND
MOSQUITO CONTROL . . . and he wrote his up for
us, so we'll use his. It seems that, even after they
got through reading the name of the meeting they
still had time for a scrambunctious session and we
sure wish we'd been there. Since we weren’t
there, let’s let Harry tell it:

“The Louisiana Mosquito Control Association
held a most successful fall meeting jointly with
the National Mosquito Control-Fish and Wildlife
Management Coordination Committee and  the
Gulf States Council on Wildlife, Fisheries and
Mosquito Control in New Orleans October 20~22.
AMCA prexy, Jack RocErs, and four past AMCA.
presidents—BoB VaxnotE, Jay GraHam, GEORGE
CarmicHAEL, and Harry PRATT—were among the
48 registrants from cleven states.

“Out-of-State AMCAers included such Texans
4s George Taompsonw from Nederland and Bos
Bartvert of Houston who is President of the
Gulf States Council on Wildlife, Fisherics and
Mosquito Control.

“The first day included: progress report: by the
five directors of organized mosquito control dis-
tricts in Louisiana, GEORGE CARMICHAEL, GLENN
Stoxes, Sart Ricus, WiL ScHULTE, and CHARLES
ANDERSON; on insecticide resistance by Dayrton
STeeLMAN from LSU, and on biological control
of mosquitoes by Jma Pererson of U.SD.A.
Crarres FurLer from NASA showed marvelous
aerial color photographs taken of the New Orleans
area as part of a research project which ultimately
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may relate certain types of vegetation and aquatic
habitats with specific mosquito breeding places.
A highlight of the afternoon program was 2 talk
by Dr. Aworew HepmEc, State Health Officer,
Louisiana State Department of Health, reporting
that the establishment of a significantly expanded
State vector control program was his Number
One project this year. May all states be as far-
sighted!

“On the second day Jack Rockrs presented one
of his fine papers on insecticides for mosquito
and dog fly control, Harotp CHAPMAN reported
the current status of biological control of mos-
quitoes, Tom Duxe explained the effects on aqua-
tic life in estuaries of the Mirex fire ant program
and the ULV malathion aerial spraying to control
Venezuelan equine encephalitis (VEE), and Harry
Prarr discussed Public Health Service research
on mosquito control. There was an interesting
panel on the interdependence of mosquito control
and  wildlife conservation featuring WxvtER
Dyxstra, CLAUDE ScHMIDT, BoB VANNOTE, GLENN
Stokes, Haxry Prarr, and Larry Jamn. Final
presentation of the afternoon was a paper on VEE
by Harorp Trapmo, who is now Professor at
Tulane Medical School, after fighting mosquitocs
overseas for 25 years in Panama, Sardinia, India,
and South America.

“Perhaps the most enjoyable part of the meeting
was the SEA FOOD FEST Thursday evening with
il the oysters, shrimp, and crabs the group could
cat, on top of the Falstarf Brewery! Need we say
more?|

“On the third morning members were privileged
to fly over the salt marshes (Louisiana has the
dublous distinction of having 51% of the 7.5
million acres of salt marsh in the United States!),
to take an airboat tour of the Salvador Game
Management Arez, or to visit one of the five
mosquite control districts.”

HARRY FoRGOT TO ADD TO ALL 7THIs that back
in April he received the USDHEW Distinguished
Service Medal from Secretary Richardson himself
and there was a reception afterward that EVERY-
BODY, even the Surgeon General of USPHS, went
to (photo in Trop Med and Hygiene News).
Maybe Harry had calmed down enough to forget
it by October, but in any case, it was obviously
one of those honoring-themselves-by-honoring-him
affairs. Congratulations, DHEW

Harry anp Joun Epman anp Dr. JoEnny
MULKENNAN JR. PUT ON 4 TRAINING COURSE at the
Vero Beach Research Center the second week of
November, and it, too, sounded a dilly. The list
of instructors wis, wow: Jim HaEGEr, Joun Ep-
M&N, Dick Dow, BILL BIDLINGMAYER, JaCK SaL-
MELA, LaRRY RuopEs, Ji Helnt, WAYNE MILLER,
Frank WiLson, DaN Gorman, CLAUDE SoUDER,
Gary MouNT, MERRILL Carss, CARLISLE RaTH-
BURN, Dan Boyp, Jack RocErs, PauL HunT, Jack
Bemrer and Mer Wittiams (in order of their

appearance). We'd like to have been there just
to see them!

GLEN COLLETT SAYS THEIR UTAH MOSQUITO
ABATEMENT ASSOCIATION MEETING WAS A GREAT
SUCCESS THIS YEAR, T00, which is hardly news but
we thought we'd tell you, (It's always good.)
They met on Weber College’s new campus in
Ogden for the 24th Annual Meeting on 4 and 5
October and among those present were Prexy
Jack Rocers and Advisor-emeritus Bop VANNOTE.
Among many papers on arbo-viruscs, mosquito
control and wildlife, and sich, were one by Lewis
NizLsex on mosquito collecting in Mexico, one by
Tommy Mulhern on ditto in Taiwan and one by
Don REEs, as piece de resistance at the banquet,
on Africa, Then Glen and Jay Gramam joined
them and they took on the World!

Dick PETERS KINDLY INVITES Us ALL TO THE
4OTH ANNUAL “‘CONFERENCE” OF THE CALIFORNIA
MOSQUITO GONTROL ASSOCIATION, WHICH WILL BE
30 aND 31 January and 1 and 2 February at the
Holiday Inn in Stockton. Alas, we'll be in Aus-
tralia chasing Musca sorbens vetusticsima, but
y'all go, hear?

Kines Mosqurto ABATEMENT DISTRICT Is sTILL
IN SEAKCH OF A GooD MaN with a background in
mosquito control, biological sciences, engineering
or agronomy, or any combination of same, It
may be late by the time you read this, so get in
touch, PO Box goy, Hanford, California g3230.
Interviews will be sometime this month.

ALAS WE HAVEN'T SPACE FOR ALL THE MOVERS
SINCE TED RALEY GOT OUT THAT WONDERFUL LIST
OF MEMBERS PRINTED IN THE JUNE ISSUE, but
we do note that Hers BarNETT is now with the
“Regional Science Office ‘(UM Gp)® (1) Consulate
of the U. 8., Salvador, APO New York 09676.”
And Mwr Fremines, whom we thought of as
happily rusticating in his professorship, has heeded
the call of the wild and of duty to help, and is
now at MAAG, Box 462, APO New York 0g31g.
Wherezat, Dr., Colonel, Sir? And Tom Laurer
is now with us here in Honolulu.

Dr. Ernest C. Bay has left his position as Head
of the Division of Biological Control at the Uni-
versity of California, Riverside, to become head
of the Department of Entomology at the Uni-
versity of Maryland, College Park, Brir Bickrey,
in relinquishing his administrative duties, will
continue his teaching and research, and we look
forward to a surge of research papers for Mos-
quito News. And we hope Frnie, who was
Program Chairman for the recent annual meeting
of ESA, will not be too overwhelmed with his
new administrative duties to continue his widely
known studies of biological control of mosquitoes.

SOME ARTICLES IN THE PRESS ARE GOOD. CHES-
TER ROBINSON WAS WRITTEN UP IN THE OAKLAND
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TRIBUNE (Calif.) When Chet started out, cn-
cephalitis wasn't much talked about, nor filariasis
(like dog heart worm) either, but malaria was. . . .
there were some 6,000 cases in the State in the
carly years of the century. Not that Chet started
then! Alameda MAD started in 1931. Taxpayers
argued that 2 cents per $100 assessed valuation
was too much to pay because there wasn’t any
malaria in the Bay Area to speak of, and it took
a lot of persuasion by our late revered Dr. Bir

Herus and HaroLp Gray to swing them around.
Now the rate is only .008 (or about 50 cents a
year for an owner of a $25,000 house) and every-
one screams like crazy if they sce ONE mosquito.
We were fresh out of college ourself and at that
time thought mosquitoes were for the birds,
(though we worshipped at the feet of the good
Doctor in our first course in Medical Entomology
and in Insect Ecology). Apologies to their shades!
AND HAVE A GOOD NEW YEAR!

DESPLAINES VALLEY MOSQUITO ABATEMENT DISTRICT

3130 Ogden Avenue, Lyons, Hlinois
Member of American Mosquito Control Association

Trustees
Charles F. Scheel, President; William J. McGah, Vice Pres.; Francis P. Creadon, Treasurer;
John E. Callzhan, Sec.; Edward S. Rog, Ass't. Sec.;
Calvin 6. Alvarez, Manager-Entomologist

The District was created under state law adopted in 1927 by the General Assembly
of lllinois. The District has functioned for forty-four years.




