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NEWS AND NOTES

AUSTIN W. MORRILL, J&.

Amone Te New Mempers Listen ov taE
OccastoNat,  Isrorsiation  Seeer Tedp  Ratky
Senps Around we note several who have long
been known to mosqitito control workers, among
thera Major Mirton B. Fremivcs of the First
Army Medical Laboratory, Frep J. Dawos of the
First Naval District and G. C. Lasrecqus of the
Otlando Laboratory of the U. S. Departmient of
Agriculture.  Welcome Aboard!  And Welcome,
teo, to you new members whom we don't happen
to know but hope to!

Incidentally, we find it of interest, and think
you may also, that the list of libraries and schools
which find Mosourto News essential to mainitain-
ing adequate files of scientific periodicals, now
stretches around the world, from Australia to
Heng Kong to Delhi, India, to Uganda, and even
to Moscow and Leningrad. (We were fascinated
to discover from these latter listings that the
Russian cities run to not less than 164 and 219
postal zones, respectively, Better watch it, New
York and Tokyo!)

Aramens County (Canir,) STarTED OFF THE
New Yesr RicHr according to ahi article in the
San Francisco Chronicle which commenced, “A
pretty young Hayward mother showed the Ala-
meda Cousity Board of Stipervisors a solution to
a sticky housefly problem yesterday.” The trouble
had started a month earlier, according to the news-
paper, when housewives becare embattled over
hordes of flies invading their homes, They blarmed
the chicken farmers. The farmers claimed they
were innocent. ‘There is no one as inrocent as a
chicken farmer, particularly one who doesn’t clean
out from under his cages once in a blue moon
and doesn’t wash often enough to get the mess wet
50 the Hermetiz and rat-tailed maggots can clean
it otit.  Oh . .. the solution the young housewife
had? Call in the Mosquito Abatement District.
(That's our CHET RoBINsoN.)

WaeN DR. Stan FREEBORN RETIRED As CHAN-
CELLOR OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT
Davs last July, we thought that by now we would
be able to bring you news of his leisurely trip
around the world with stopovers at miosquito-
important places like Indonesia (where Evervone
goes) and Africa. However, far from “retiring”
as Emeritus Chancellor, Stan has dived back into
the academic world of research and teaching
from which duty had increasingly called him. In
addition to continuing his advisory functions,
working with President Kerr of the University
on relationships of the University to higher edu-
cation throughout the state, serving on numerous
committees of professional and scientific societies,
and all that, Stan has launched a major project
to study the flight habits of the western encepha-
litis mosquito, Culex tarsalis.

Ix Live wrti THE Risive INTEREST 1N ENCEPH-
avitts TaroucHotr THE COUNTRY, & SYMPOSIUNM
ox Eastery Eotine EncepsariTs was HeLp By
e UNrversiTy oF MarvLsnn on 18 November,
The symposium included discussion by medical
men, veterinariang; epiderniologists, virologists and
entomologists, who pointed out that the mortality
among humans is between 65 percent and 75
percent.  As with other types, the reservoir is
thought to be bitds, in which the defsest incidence
of virus occurs, and the likeliest mosquito vector
for the Eastern virus is Aedes sollicitans, but this
remains to be proved,

Roirie Dokrek anp tae VMCA's news sheet
Skeeter report that the color film the Virginia
Association and the Virginia State Health Depart-
ment produced, which is entitled, “Mosqiiito Con-
trol in Virginia,” was shown on TV as 2 program
for « Fifth Grade science class, beamed for the
Notfolk city schools but also received in nearby
counties. Audience reaction was good and Rollie
hopes that similar use may be made of the flm
in the future. It will also be shown at the CDC-
IMCA short course in mosquite control to be held
at the Des Plaines Mosquito Abatement District
(Hinois) headquarters, 1-5 Februaty, 1960,

Rarer Barr Sexps Us Worp of 4 ReviEw oOF
18R, GENUs Culisets being undertaken by Dr, N.
V. Dobrotworsky of the Zoology Department of
the University of Melbourne, Dr, Dobrotworsky
would like to receive mosquitoes of this genus in
any stage of development and Ralph commients
that if all culicidologists (meaning mosquito coni-
trol types) would cooperate in securing material
for projects stch as this, it would do much to settle
nomenclatural questions and ro  sabilize ithe
names of mosquitoes. Eggs, larvae of all stages;
pupae, and adults in alcohol and pinned, are all
wanted. They should, of course, be carefully
packed. The address of the University of Mel-
bourne 1s Catleton N.3, Victoria, Australia.

Don Pretscr, Wao Torp Us Asotr THE Proc-
RESS OF THE Mararia EranicatioNn ProcrAM 1N
MEexico, as reported in the last issue, sent us a
comic book for a New Year’s card. It’s entitled
“Las Aventuras de Pillin” with a subtitle, “Contre
el paludismo,” and a mighty cute and eye-catching
affair it is. Besides Pillin’s adventures agaifist
malaria, the booklet includes a puzzle maze with
sideline lessons in malaria control and a cross-
word puzzle of the same sort. Don used to
be on Taiwan, as you all know, and he adds, “It
may be of interest to Mosquito News readers to
know that the malaria eradication program in
Taiwan has been carried out with such enthusiasin
and effectiveness that the final goal is definitely in
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dght. In an area with 5,500,000 of the 11,000,000
inhabitants formerly exposed to malaria, the only
cases now found (127 in the first semester of
195¢9) are now limited to g smiall foci with 10,000
inhabitants in total. Extraordinarily active meas-
ures are being taken by the national specialists,
with WHO and ICA support, to clean up these
foci. . . . 1 am sure they will cucceed in the near
future.”

Travts McNEEL Has Rerinen Arrer “Toirry-
Stx Years oF Most Pressant Work” which in-
cuded five years of foreign service in places as
far 25 Manila and as near as Mexico City. Mac
and his wife have built a house zand settled in
Tallulah, Louisiana, where they have long had
many friends and kinfolk, and their ranch-type
house looks mighty pretty. Alarmingly, Mac said
he’d had a heart attack, but adds he’s all right
now and sent along a picture looking his old,
changeless self, to prove it. Happy days, Mac!

Tuose WHO ARe INTERESTED 1N THE New
Prasric FiLm Dircer Lingrs so often mentioned
lately by weed control people, will find an ex-
cellent and thorough-going article in the December
issue California Vector Views. Details of prepara-
tion of the ditch and laying the 4 mil thick film,
are discussed, the rate of installation being given
as 8o feet per man-hour. The film is said to last
three yeats.

Fok TuosE o Our Reapirs Wro Don't Ri-
ceve Vector Views REGULARLY, we think we
shotld note also the excellent article by our Dicx
Pergrs ini the October, 1959, issue of that publica-
tion.  His subject is “Public Flealth Vector Cori-
trol—a  Career Opportunity for Entornologists”
and, frankly, we didn't know we had it so good,
but it sure ought to bring out the neophytes.
His conclusion must have sustained Cerer Rosin-
son’s fainting spirits when he was handed the
fly problem so blithely, 2s we mentioned above.
Dick feels, and backs it up, thit controllers muist
move onward to meet the challenge, for the goal
is attainable. “Faint heart, say not the way be
lorig. . . .”

ConiManpER Don Murray Spent His Two
WrEks Active MiviTary Duty with TaHE Navy
Disease VEcTor ControL CEvTER and made him-
self mighty useful to CapT. Dick Hotway and to
yours truly, Ye Ed of N and N being in an
Allied part of the Navy. Don said that his Dis-
trict (Delta MAD, in Visalia, California) had the
driest year in the last 81, which, unfortunately
meant Jots of irrigation, Jozs of catch-basin pud-
dles, and Jofs of backyard headaches.

Tur VIRGINIA Mosqurto CoNTROL ASSOCIATION'S
Skeeter Has ALso ANNOUNCED two other notable
events, The first, the appointment of Rollie
Doter as project Director for a recently approved

National Institutes of Health grant for a survee
of Re Mountain spotted fever in Virginia,
which is planned to determine existing anid po-
tential infection ifi mian, animals and environ-
ment; and their ¢cological rlationships. The
second event: the Annual Meeting of the Associa-
tion on 23 February, 1960, at the Moose Hall on
Rt. 17 south of Portsmouth.

Georce TrosMpson Reports on His Late Sps-
sov Mosouito PoptLations with a shift froim otit
door wild populations to artificial coritainer breed-
ers, mostly C. quinguefascinrue, but a reduced €.
salinarius population staging on. He adds, “In
the event some ecologist should read this—dots
anyone have any idea as to why we have almost
no Anopheles punctipennic in this area’” Any
answers?

CarirorNis SUFFERED & LaTe Farl anp Earpy
Winter Droverr wiict Do Morg tHaN Grve
Urckrs 10 THE WiNTER OLvampics COMMITTEE.
1t also brought sorrow to the alrcady greyed heads
of the Mosquito Abatement Districts all over, and
especially in the Northern areas where a single
totrent in the middle of September compounded
the trouble by washing away all residuals, $CO0p-
ing out new potholes and then leaving behind in-
numerable puddles and catchbasine for the tnos-
quitoes to enjoy the unseasonably balmy weather
which thereupon prevailed for go days, until the
coming of 1960. From Caer Roeinson's Alameda
District to Jorn Brawrey's Kings County District
and Don Murray's Delta District in the south cen-
traf valley, Maniagers had a wild scramble trying
to carry on control measures norimally discon-
tinted by the end of September and still en-
compass vacation schedules designed to coiricide
with 2 “minimum” activity peried. It looked
downright funny, all these Californians praying
for snow!

Our First Prrson v Wao's Wao v ToE
AMCA Tras Monts 15 ONE oF Ovk Esriy Mem-
BERs, L. CoL. Joseret E. WEBS, Jr., whose Army
career has taken him to a great many places on
both sides of both oceans. After gradiating from
Clemson College, South Carolina; Joe remained 2
student of fruit insects in the land of peaches,
until 1941 when the war ended his nearly ten
years of quiet agricultural life and shook him out
of the Georgia Departiment of Entomology and
into the middle of a mess of mosquitoes at Camp
Blanding, Fla. When the Pacific War began to
roar through the Islands, he went out as Chicf
of the Entomology Section of the :8th Medical
General Laboratory and then was brought back
at the war’s end to be an instructor at the Med-
ical Field Service School, at Ft. Sam Houston in
Texas. A tour as consultant to the Far East Com-
mand occupation forces in Japan and headquarters
in the Philippines, Okinawa & Korea imptessed hiis
hosts so much with Joe (and perhaps imptessed
Joe so much with Japan) that he and his charming
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family soon found themselves living in Yokohama
where Joe became entomologist for the Head-
quarters, Bighth Army, until the spring of rg50.
A tour at the School at Ft. Sam and then at the
Fourth Army Medical Laboratory took up the next
three years and was followed by five years in the
Furopean theatre, in Germany, Last July, Joe
ame back to these shores (it's a wonder he recog-
nized them) and has spent the past months at
the School at the Walter Reed Army Medical
Center in Washington, 1. C., before moving on to
the Office of the Surgeon General, where he is
replacing Col. S. C. Dews upon Sami’s retirement
from active military duty. Welcome back, Joel

Jor~x R, Arnorp Says He Isv't Suke He Srirs
Qusiries As A4 Mosqurro Type Bur WE ThiNk
Hels. Jack graduated from Fresno State College
in 1932 and before that we had scen him ener-
getically chasing down dried fruit and fig insects
summertimes at the USDA laboratory there. In
1934 he received his MA from the University of
California and in 1938 his Ph.D. was awarded
hitn by Cornell for work in ornithology and eco-
nomic entornology. From 1938 to 1942 he taught
at Stockton Junior College and from 1946 to the
present has been a professor; the U. S. Army
having taken its customary bite out of his life in
the missing interval, He is tiow Deann of In-
struction and pretty busy at it but maintains his
connection with the College of the Pacific and as
consultant to Les Brumbaugh’s North Saii Joaquin
Mosquito Abatement District.

Our Next THReE WHo's WHo'ers WERE Bory
A1 Ster Recent Dates taaT I DipN't BELIEVE
Towm Lagket when he said he was once a member
of the Army Air Corps. Couldn't be old enough,
sez I Anyway . . . Tom was born in 1g27 in
Cleveland, Ohio, but grew up in California and
went to High School at Fremont High, in Sunny-
vale, not far from his present base of operations.
In an effort to prove his authentic age he claims
this was a pretty rural area then, but shux, so
was most of California until about 10 years «go.
Tom graduated from San Jose State College after
finishing his durance in what is now the Air
Force, and although he was stationed at Biloxi,
Mississippi, where the Army had one of its worst
problems, he was unimpressed. After graduating
from college, however, and putting in a year with
the Coachella Valley MAD, Tom decided that
This was It. He has since been the Assistant
Manager of the San Mateo County MAD, under
Don Grant's leadership, and is concurrentls cn-
tomologist of the Mataderos MAD, just io the
south.

Erngest E. Lusg was bori in Chico, California,
in 1926 and had his collegiate training at Chico
State College, receiving his BA in 1951. (He had
gone into the Navy wvpon finishing High School
and spent his tme as First Class Seaman on a

destroger, no snap.)  After graduation from col-
lege, Ernie was manager-entomologist of the Los
Molinos and Corning MAD's in Tehama County
(California) and then spent somie time with Chip-
man Chemical Co. and as a biology teacher in
Sacramento.  Aboiit a yeai ago the Bureau of
Vector Control pirated him from the Department
of Bducation to take Don Green's place (Don, you
remember, is in Prazil) in the BVC Sacramento
office.

Leoxy L. Hari, who was entotoologist with
Les Brumbaugh at the San Joaguin Mosquito
Abatement District (California), and is now the
entomologist-manager of the new Fresno West-
side MAD, was born 35 vears ago in Wellsville,
Utah. He graduated from Utsh State University,
where he stidied under George Knowlton, and
had a most fascinating military carcer, having
entered France and England as 2 Staff Sergeant
in the U, S, Corps of Engineers and emerged as
a Lieutenant . . . in the Air Force, This grub to
butterfly sort of thing isn't perhaps too astonish-
ing in an entomologist.  Afterward, in civilian
life, Leon stayed on the ground teaching high
schoo! biology and then wotking on inisects con-
aected with alfalfa seed production but <oon
took to the air with crop spraying and thence
into mosquite control,  Three vears as entomolo-
gist for Butte County (California) led to the
aforementioned activity in the commencement of
the San Joaquin MAD and then to the present
District, which is in the lower part of the same
valley. Leon is active in the CMCA and helped
to originate the annual entomology serminars held
by the Association. FHe was chairman of the en-
tomology comimittee when the excellent “Guide to
the Mosquitoes of California” was published and
is presently Chairman of the Insecticide Committee,
which is revising “A Guide to the Use of Insecti-
cides in California Mosquito Control.”

StupeNTs OF Porrticst ScreNce Have Biexn
Porvtivg Ovt ror Some Trve that the reason the
countries of West Africa are gaining independerice
so much faster than those of Fast Africa is that
Europeans can't live in West Africa very comfort-
ably. Now, according to SCAN, the Shell Oil
Company’s Agricultural Newsletter, “The exalta-
tion of the lowly little mosquito to a national
symbo! has been suggested in Nigeria, Letters to
a Lagos newspaper urged Nigeria to put the mos-
quits in the national flag on the grounds that,
without it, independence from Great Britain might
not be in the offing in 1960.” This calls for an
agonizing reappraisal.

IN LiNe WITH THE [NCREASING AWARENESS oF
Mosqurto ABATEMENT DISTRICTS THAT THEIR Pug-
viEw ExTeEnDs BEvonD MEeRe ControL, the San
Mateo Mosquito Abatement District and the Lake
Mosquito  Abatement District (California) have
voted funds to match a $20,000 grant from the
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State for research on their respective problems
with gnats. At the same time, the Southeast
Mosquito Abatement District, in the same state,
has been selected as the seat for ani $8,000 rescarch
profect by the University of California at River-
side. on a grant from the Los Angeles Flood Con-
trol District, for studying tendipedids. The Uni-
versity has also a $15,000 project on Hippelates,

Tue SoutH Cook County Mosourto ARaTE-
sENT District has brought out a small leaflet
entitled,  “Mosquito Control and  Insecticides,”
which we are sure must be most enlightening and
eassuting to the citizens of their District, Among
other things, it meets head on the vague fears
which have been raised in so many uninformed
people’s bredsts by “popular” magazine articles,
0 often quoted to us. After laying the facts
unemotionally on the line, the questions is asked,
“Finally, what is being done to reduce the use
of insecticides here—and can I help?” The answer
is given: “The SCCMAD has undertaken a ‘source
feduction’ program of water management whereby
mosquito producing sites are made unsuited to
‘breeding” of these irsects.” There follows a short
discussion of the types of source feduction and
the leaflet goes on to describe the actions an
ordinary citizen can take to help in water con-
servation and management and i the maisitenance
of good ditches and adequate drainage.

ErnesriNe THURMAN Gracep HER Oip HavnTs
anb Dirscarep Her Oup Frievps v BresLEY
(CavtrorNial) back in January, when she visited
the Bureau of Vector Control, the Hooper Foun-
dation, the University of California, and others
in the Bay Area. She also visited Dr. Stan Fres-
sorN, who has been ill and will have to tike a
slight raincheck on all those activities we told you
ahout at the start of this column. (He'd appre-
ciate a note from all his friends, we'll bet.) Dr.
Thurman interviewed Natiorial Institutes of Health

In the June, 1959, number of Mosquito
News we recorded the deaths that same
month of Sam Minnich and Will Snow,
and mentioned also the deaths of Robert
Matheson and Clell Wisecup. In the mean-
time, friends of these valued members of
AMCA have contributed material on them
for more detailed notices of their careers
and achievements. We have already in-
cluded articles on Dr. Matheson and Sam
Minnich. In the paragraphs below are in-

grantees, too. and was most pleased and gratified
at the condition of all the research projects em-
braced by that wide program. California was
pleased and gratified, too, but sad that Ernestine
couldn’t stay a bit,

Ir We Seen o Leay Heaviny o Cavrroryvis
ters [ssve s sreause Taey'kE Crosest axp
Our DigapLine Gor Moves Ue but anyway, here
are two more little bits.  According to our spies
Risss Fowramve is due back n this courtry in
mid-April, after a leisurely trip home via fsia
Minor and Europe. We'll nail him for news of
thet.  And “Buck”™ Buchsanax has been called
to the [CA School in Jamaica, a school which
sounds better and better and we wish we could
go take a couirse there at least. (You wonder why
THIS is news from California®  Well, we got
it in California.)

O~xe Last REMakk ABouT CALIFORNIA AND
We're Turouvcw: Coriss or THE Fierd Guibs
ro tHE Cosaon Mosquitors of CarirorNia are
still available at $r.00 per copy. Copies may be
sectired by contacting the Secretary of the Califor-
nia Mosquito Control Associationn, Doy Murray,
at the Delta Mosquito Abatement District, Visalia,
California. The Freld Guide has a well-illustrated
adult and larval key with all characters ¢
pointed to aid the beginning as well as the ad
vanced students in mosquito taxonomy. A dis-
tribution chart is included to list the species as to
the counties in which they have been collected.
Each term used is defined in a simple glossary.
Thete is also a brief biclogical description of each
species, of which there are twenty-five. Sectiona!-
isrn aside (and we know NO one can accuse us of
sectionalismy), this little Guide is a wvery handy
thing, even for those of other regions who will
find it useful on busy, busy days in making
quick determinations of genera with which they
may not have frequent contact.

cluded appreciative remarks by Gordon
Smith for Will Snow, and by Fred Bishopp
for Clell Wisecup. Dr. Bishopp has also
contributed the information on William T.
Fee which follows his remarks about Mr.
Wisecup. The present date, March, 1960,
may seem a long time to wait to publish
a note about Mr. Fee, but his work was of
such a pioneering nature that it has a
timelessness that renders it appropriate to
review it even more than a year late.



