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NEWS AND NOTES

AUSTIN W. MORRILL, JR.

Wren News and Notes was BeENg PrREPARED
ror Last Issue Ouw Eve Frrn ov A News Ires
rrone Formossa Weicn We Trovcrr Oveur 1o
5 Ricorpep IN Our Coutnys. Unfortunately,
limitations of space prevented it, but we still think
it's of intercst, so here goes: In Taipeh the
tiddhist priests have been conducting a prayer
session for the souls of all the mosquitoes and
other living things which have been sactificed in
the course of American experiments ifi control, by
the U, S. Navy Preventive Medicine Unit No. 2.
The prayers were reported to be lengthy.—a
compliment to the cffecriveness of our control,
“nutnberswise,” as the Amecricans say.

AND SpeaRING oF THE Navy ., . Exsioy Jouy
A, Murrennaxn, Ju., USNR, repotted on board
at the U. 8. Navy Disease Vector Control Center,
Naval Air Station, Alameda, California, in early
August, and mighty happy we all are to have
him, too. He arrived fresh from an indoctrination
course at Newport, R, 1, and freshly married,
too, and if he was disappointed not to be assigned
to the Center at NAS Jacksonville, Florida, near
his famous and miich-respected Dad, he has been
polite enough to concezl it. What with the
California  Bureau of Vector Control and all
these Mosquito Abatement Districts around him,
if he had any idea of getting gway fromn mos-
quitoes, he fright just as well zbatidon it! Any-
way, as we said when we first heard he was now
in the Nuvy . .. Welcome Aboard!

Avorier. Navy Max, Ovr Ex-Prex “Mo”
Hiesr Is Just Asovr as Haro 1o Keep Trick
ne s Uncre Harry Stack, but we managed to
catch hold of his cozt-tails motmentarily as be
went with his family through San Francisco en
route to his new stition. After a short visit to
old home towns, he reported in at the U. S.
Naval Medical School, National Naval Medical
Center, Bethesda, Maryland, which is right across
the rozd from the National Institutes of Health,
as many of you know, and night in the bub of
things entomological and culicidological. “Mo” is
busily whipping up dctivity in the Nominating
Compnittee, and vety efficiently, we might add,
with the expectation that a comprehensive slate
representing a wide sampling of choices will be
presented in the issue of Mosquito News appearing
just before the 1960 meeting.

Avp v tHE No-One-EvErR-TELLs-Us-Any-
rive DEparTMENT we had word via “Mo” that
Sreprey M. K. Hu had slipped through San
Francisco a while back on a brief visit to his
children here on the mainland. Dr. and Mrs.
Hu, after a stop in Honolulu to see their old
hauats and friends (these are not the same and

no old joke 15 intended, so watch i, hoy), were
on this continent for u two-week stay and then
retirned to the Naval Medica] Research Unit No,
2, on Formosa.

Speaking or Our Coverant Preas ror Proprs
o Sexo Us Nows axo Notes, we do appreciate
the time you-all take from your busy schediiles
to send us these iterns. We are deeply grateful
and we most devoutly hope that otr failure to
acknowledge these gems, other than to run them
in this coluthn, will not deter any of oiir good,
kind, generotis correspondents from making further
contributions.  Wr Kxow that the way to get
letters is to write them, but . . . Anyway, please
don't think your letters have just dropped in a
well. And do keep us on your list!]

Ovg Devisrep CorrgspoNdeNT Is Birt. Bickrey
Wro Seorred THE ForrowiNe Dispatce N tHE
WastiNeToN Posts

N. . Mosquitoes Win

Trenton, N. J., Sept. 1 (AP)—Okay, vou pesky
New Jetsey mosquitoes, they're throwing in the
towel. You win.

State Sen. Charles W. Sandman, bowing to the
inevitable, yesterday introduced a bill to change
the title of Couinty Mosquito Extermination Com-
missions to Mosquito Control Cornmissions.

Fnd of qiote. Never mind, New Jersey, we all

have problems!

Spraking oF NeEwspapers, THE Write-Up Lgs
Baimsavosn Gor v rap Srockion  (Carir)
Recorn, which we teported here last time, and
several he has had since, all sotinded so good, we
decided to visit him ourselves. Les has what is
undoubtedly the most elaborate and well-equipped
set of offices, laboratories and shops in our entire
experience, militaty or otherwise. His program,
coming up from scratch in four short years, is a
testament to the value of having the right tools
to work with and we were also impressed withi
the coimpleteness of his records. He has a field
data sheet for just about everything you wsually
wish later you'd kept a record of, and this really
awed us; because in the military, of course, you
have to have altost-perfect records, lest some Big
Brass come around some fine day and demand to
know what in Tunket mosquito abatement is for
and why have it when there aren’t any mosquitoes?
Les feels it's equally important for waving in
front of political Brass and his trustees have shown
an enthusiastic appreciation. Incidentally, swhile
county ftaxes rose in his arca this year, Les
cannily reduced his bite (a lizde) and this wen
him no really dedicated critics. He has a number
of pamphlets and things, too, and samples of these
are all available, if you are interested.
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Rowie Dore’s axp g Vikonia Mosotrro
ControL Assoctation's finie litle news-sheet, The
Skeeter, announces in its Tuly-and-August issue
that Mr. John Lamb, entoniologist of the Virginia
Burcau of Insect and Rodent Control, is com-
mencing 4 study of sewage oxidation ponds in
their relation to mosquito breeding. The miethod
of oxidizing and digesting sewage in ponds has
become more and more widely adopted and with
its use has come the inevitable question of its
effect on pest and vector populations, The results
of this study will be of great interest to many of
s and we shall await their publication with
impatience,

Accorping 1o OUR Sasie Depenpasre LiTris
Sourc, the new-style revival of paris green
latvicide, which was developed in Florida and on
which Crypz Feen of the USPHS Savanhah lab
reported at the VMCA meetings last year, is
showing very promising results in Virginia and
has & number of practical advantages in applica-
tion. It reaches well into obstructed or overgrows
water collections, can be applied when or where
ol would be unsuitable, is inexpensive, lotig-
lasting in hard-bottom situations, stich as boats and
tires, and is simple to apply.

Dz, A, W. A, Browy Recentry Sent Us a
Rounpur oF SoMe or His VarIED AcTiviTies
anp THiy Sotnp Micity Interestive, Not 1o
Say Fasewwarin', In late May and June, he
visited Czechoslovakia, Poland, Roumania, Bulgaria
and Yugoslavia as a WHO consultant and put out
a foimeographed report, “WHO/Insecticides/gg,”
available in mimeographed form from WHO.,
Palais des Nations; Geneva, He says that while
pest control programs are mainly restricted to
Hodonin and  Bratislava, Czechoslovakia; to
Szcecin in Poland; and to islands in the Danube
in Rotimania, anti-anopheline measures are still
necessaty and are vigorously prosecited ini Southern
Roumania, Bulgaria and Yugoslavia. Public
health insect control is undertzken in all these
colintries by the system of Satiepid units in each
district. Tony also went on to Australia, where
among other things he took part in a seminar
on resistance, similar to one with which he
assisted in Cairo in May, (We imagine this is a
modest way of saying Tony taught a class in
tesistance! Very few of us are as comprehensively
informed as Tony is.)

AvorHER WHO'er From Waom We Hear
Art Too Serpom Is Don PLerscr and now we
have a letter from him, too! He writes, “Things
have heen humming in the Mexican malaria
eradication program. The third year of total
spraying operational coverage will end in
December, 1959, with one year of spraying opera-
tions left to go. More than 3.3 million houses are
receiving intradomiciliary treatment with DDT
(some with dieldrin) in the malarious arca, so

there are more than 6 million hotise-sprayings
being done each year (DDT aress are being
treated twice).” (That word “intradotniciliary™
is just how Doctors talk: us folks say “inside the
house,” but don’t be thrown off by that, because
Don is really 2 do-ct as most of you know.) Dr.
Pletsch goes on to say, “Spraying operations are
really well organized. Mote than 2,500 spraymen
are working full time under excellent supervision,
Epidemiological evaluation is assuining increasinig
importatice and Dr. Lo Varcas' Office of
Evaluation is of more and more importanice as the
‘score’ starts to roll in from more than 70,000
localities, There are definitely some tough foci,
he concludes, “but I't very optimistic abott attain-
ing the eradication objective hete.”

Axorrer WHO Projecr iv Marakis Eranics-
TioN, as reported in the Usiversity of Minnesota's
Newsletier, is a Malaria Pilot Project in the
Sudan, headed by a Dr. A. A. Solimani, whose
headquarters is in Sennar, & small town on the
Blue Nile about 50 miles sotith of Khartourn.
The principal vector is . gembise, but cight
other species also prevail in the area, among which
A. funestus has lso been implicated as & vector,

OnE oF Our Ows [NTERNATIONAL TypEs Hike
a1 Home Is Dr. Ervesrive THURMAN, who we
thought was about as busy as she could be, what
with the Good Neighbor Club and all, bist she
has written a delightful chapter giving an evalua-
tion of Dr. R. E. Snodgrass’ great work and a2
most initeresting account of his life, which became
part of a volime published by the Smithsonian
Institution in horior of Dr. Snodgrass 84th
birthday. Science, in its review, took occasion to
single Ernestine’s chapter out for especial praise,
mentioning that she found to illustrate it, «
number of cartoons and notientomological draw-
ings by Snodgrass and closed the chapter with »
very characteristic personal note by the artist.
The review in Science is by Aran Stonz, 2 not-
unknown AMCA’er himself.

TrHE Csiirorvia Mosotiro CoNrtron Associa-
TioN's YEaR Book for 1959, now available, fists
among the interesting and valuable datz in the
several tables, the tax rates enjoyed by the several
Districts. These range from .005 to .40, the
lowest rates being usually, but not always, from
the most metropolitan areas with the highest
property evaluations. There is also a wealth of
material on source reduction and inseeticiding.

THe ITrvivots Mosqurro CONTROL ASSOCIATION
CELEBRATED [T8 Frerm ANNUAL CONFERENCE this
year and the program included papers on the
vital question of the often-assumed conflict between
the use of insecticides and the conservation of
wild life, 2 matter on which a good deal of actial,
on-the-ground observation and counting have
been done in this state.
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D, Frep C. Brsropp's New Appiess will be
F. River Drive snd Edgewood Avenue, Ft
Meyers, Florida. Major R. M. ALmaan is now at
the Uniiversity of Maryland, College Park, studying
with Brit, BickLEy (we're going to have to put
the professor in uniformn, the way he's handling
the education of the Armned Forces for us!), and
Frep MorToN is now at the Engineer Office, HOQ
USARCARIB, Ft. Amador, Cahal Zone. Mayor
Ten Braxesiee has left the Army Environmental
Health Laboratory for the 6th U. S. Army Medical
Laboratory at Ft. Baker, California, while Msjor
Ror Stapp has left the AEH.L. for the 5th U S.
Army Medical Laboratory at 1ath and Spruce Sts.
in St. Louis (2), Missotiri. Russer [). ANDERSON,
making perhaps the best move of all; has traded
beattiful (but cold in the winter) Salt Lake City
for beautiful and warm Laie, Oah, Hawaii, P.O.
Box 5¢. We guess even a box, if it’s in Haw it
is pretty good to live in, Steig to the contrary
notwithstanding.

Francisco Dy, oF THE WHO Rrcionar OFfice
ror e WESTERY Pacrric 1v Manres, has sent
us a reprint from the Acie Medica Philippina
swhich concerns work he did on malaria eradica-
tion in 1956; it was a little delayed in being
piblished by Acte, but is nevertheless still interest-
mg. It it, Dr. {and also Col) Dy tells of the
need to convince people that spraying the insides
of houses against a supposedly “wild” species
would break the chain of transmission even if
it did not eradicate the species, a problera he had
had previously when we had a military malaria
prevention program in the Philippines. Tt reminds
us that this is our never-eriding need i mosquito
control, to convince Our Public, which often
includes our potentially staunchest friends among
the Medics and the Eogineers, that mosquito con-
trol does work.

For WHO’s WHO Tres Monter We Have Oxe
or Our Oupest (Lovcest, THaT Is) anp ONE
or Otk YOUNGEST MEMBERS:

jonaTraN S. Gipson of the Newport News Ship-
building and Dry Dock Co., Newport News,
Virginia has been a member for 13 years and
involved in mosquito control since 1932. This
doesa't tell the whole story by a long shot, though.
He was born in County Antrim, in Northern
lreland in 1901 of American parentage, grand-
parentage and great-grandparentage and was one
of 6 brothers and 2 sisters, who now live, in
addition to Northern Ireland, in Canada, Australia,
Singapore, -England and here. He was educated
in Belfast and went to the College of Technology
there, graduating as an honor student and medal
winner in Naval Architecture and Sanitary
Engineering, and then going on to Queens Uni-

versity to receive a degtee there in Naval Architec-
ture also. He arrived in the United States in 1927
and has been in Newport News ever since, It
didn’t take him long to become interested in
mosqiuito control and since no one else was doing
50, he sought out Rollie Doter and began beating
the drums to whip up some interest. He was
highly successful, as the present-day control there-
abouts testifies, and was President of the VMCA
in 1951, Martied in 1934, he has a davghter who
graduated from the University of North Carolina
with a B.Sc. this past June and a son who entered
Duke this year.

Nor to Be OttoboNe sy Its Oipes axp Mors
Experiencend Compataiors, THE Louvisiana Mos-
otrro Contror Assoctation has got out 2 number
of very fine information bulletins ofi the costs of
mosquito control, the methods employed, the ac-
tions which can be taken by citizens to assist, and
other vital factors iti establishing a sound program.
More elaborate and of much interest and value to
technical people in laboratory and field work, is
the LMCA Technical Bulletin No. 1, entitled,
“Distribution and Relative Abundance of Mos-
quito Species in Louisiana,” by E. B. Jousow,
which was kindly sent to us by Professor E. S.
Hareawav. This slim bulletin gives extensive
catch data for each parish and a fine and concise
summary of the characteristics of each species in
Louisiana, For a group which claims modestly it
is still not “off the ground,” the LMCA shows
a-lot of git vp and git. They have no paid
officials but they must by now have a lot of
convinced admirers, In addition to all the above,
they also got out mimeographed training material,
such as an “Introductioni to the Study of Mos-
quitoes,” for use in colleges and high schools.

Our Youne MEMBER, or at least one of our
newest, was born in 1934 in Tallahassee, Florida,
and received his schooling in that state, culminat-
ing in a BS. and MS. at the University of
Florida, Despite his youth, he has had quite 2
bit of experietice, having spent dbotit 1 year with
the Florida State Board of Health, Bureat of
Entomology, doing mosquito identification, 6
months with the U. S. Department of Agriculture
laboratory at Ortlando, 9 months with the State
Plant Board and another ¢ months with the
University’s Department of Entomology as a
Graduate Assistant. After a tour in the Navy's
indoctrination course, he married a pretty lady
from Albany, Georgia, and came to California to
the Disease Vector Control Center. We guess that
about gives it away, if you've read the first part
of this column. It's ENSIGN JoHN A. MULRENNAN,
Jr., we're talking about, and welcome aboard
AMCA, too, Johnny!



